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EFORE I can ther i 
firm or deny the Church to 
be in Danger, I muſt un- 
derſtand the Meaning of the 

| | © Expreſſion; in order where- 
unto, 1 deſire an Anſwer to Three per 

ibis.) * 

Fiſt, N hat # here meant 35 the 
Church: 1 Are we hereby to underſtand 
the Univerſal or Catholick Church, as 
| compre- 


"i 


* ? 5 
_  ebmptchending all that profeſs the Chri- 
ian Faith throughout the World ? Or 
the 9 Church, as it includes all 


thoſe who have retounced the Errors 
© the Church of Rome Or the Church'of.. - 
Rome it ſelf? Which is no impertinent 
Queſtion, confidering how heartily the 
Fapiſte join in the Cry of the Church's 
Danger : Or the Epiſcopal Church, ta- 
king in the Laity, as well as Clergy, 
who live in the Communion, of the 
Church, as by Law Eſtabliſhed in Eng- 
land and Ireland? Or the Clergy alone, 
as a Body of Men diſtin. from the Laity, 
and ſuppoſed to have a different Intereſt 
from theirs ? Or, Lofty, that Part of 
the Epiſcopal Church which commonly 
goes by the Name. of High-Church, to 
which the Name of Church ſeems by 
ſome in a manner to be appropriated? 
Let the Meaning of this Word Church 
be fixed and determined, ſo as that we 
may be able to form a diſtin& and clear 
' Notion of it; and then f 


ASe 


— we? * 


, o 
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A Second Queſtion. ariſes to be an- 
ſwered; namely, What is it of which 
be Church is in Danger? Or wherein 
cher this Danger con ſiſt? Is it that all 
Religior whatever, or Chrifiaviy in par- 
ticular, is like, if not to be wholly ba- 
niſbed the World, yet to be confined 
to a very ſmall Number of Men ? Or 
that Fopery may get Ground, and in 


Time over-run us? Or that Epiſcopacy 
may be laid afide, and the Acts of Uni 
fornity, with other Laws mage: for the 
Security of our Church, be repealed? 
Or the Ecclefiaftieal Juriſdictian abo- 
liſhed, or unreaſonably; diſcounte- 
nanccd ? Or .the Biſhops and Clergy de- 
prived of thoſe Honours and Reyenues 
to which at preſent they are by Law 
entitled? Or is it ; fomething different 
from all theſe Things, that is ſo much 


apprehended and feared Let thoſe 
who raiſe or keep up the Cry of the 
Church's Danger, ſpeak plainly, ./ and 
tell us what this Danger 13, of which 
| they are thus apprehenfiye ; and then, 


and 


N 8 
? Ä 
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and not till then, we may be Br © 
knew whether they are in the og 
and every honeſt Churchman le to 
Join wich them. 

But if they would thorouglty com | 
vince us of tlie Danger of f the hs urch, 
and have therein an honeſt Defy ign, (ng 
to exiſperate' the Minds of Men 5 
Hie Majeſty's Perſon and Government. q 
to put us alf upon ſeeking for the true 
Remedy, or Way to Prevent | the, 105 
which they apprehend ; and fear 1 T5 „Ibere 


| is 7 

Third Queſtion 4110 t. to be all ered, 
which is, What i the Cauſe- Ps 
Church's Dang er? Or, From whence is 
# that this Hage 21 And fince 
to know the Cauſe ann, Evil, ' con- 
tributes very much to the Preve entiou 
or Cure of it, it will be very proper to 
| branch out This Qneſtic on, upon which 


now am, into ſeveral and more Far- 


Yicular Enquiries. | | WEED. 3, ; uv; e [193 
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port it; and (if admitted) can only 
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Fit "oy Hh His Mal King 
0 EO RO E. given " the Church 


Juſt Appre enſton 7 Din ger from him 2 


Has He "in"t e leaſt. attempted the Al- 


teration ſo mth as of one ſi gle Ell 
cloſtuſtieul Lam? Has He hindred 'of 
obſtructed, or ſo mich a As diſcounted 
nanced àny Biſhop, or 'Clergyman whats 
ever, in the; Diſcharge o his Office 
or Function? Has He invaded any 
part of "the | Church's" Revenue ? Of 
beſtowed her Preferments upon Perſons 
of Evil Morals, or Principles? (Ex“ 
cept we WII call thoſe Principles Evil, 
which - juſtify the late Happy Revit. 
Intion, and aſſert the Legal Title, by i 
Which King MIL LIAM and Queen | 
INNE enjoyed the © Crown,: and 
His Preſent -MA JEST Y conti- 
nues ſo to do, in Oppoſition to 
that pretended. Tndefedſible Hereditary 
Right, which has neither the Law of 
God, nor that of the Land, to ſup- 


ſerve 


L100 
ſerve the Intereſt of the Pretender 
and other F apiſts ; * Or, Laſily, Has 


He ever yet rejected any Petition or 
degueſt which, they of the Eftabliſhed 
Church, have at any Time made to 

Him m her Behalf? Or what is it 

which His ' Majeſty has done or 'omit- 
ted, that ſhould give the Church the 
leaſt, Umbrage of Danger from Him? 
Let the | Particular Inflance be pro- 
duced-; or elſe let all Ihfinuations of 

this Nature, be with Shame for ever 
diſcountenanced and rejected. And all 
theſe Interrogatories which I have put 
with Relation to His Myjeſty, may 
be repeated and renewed, as to thoſe 
who have the Adminiſtration of the 


Publick Affairs immediately under * 


Him; as alſo the Preſent Parlia- 
ments of Great Britain and Ire> 
land. | b 7 
True it is, that in the Houſe of Com. 
mons in Ireland, a Clauſe was inſerted 
in the Heads of a Bill, which ſeemed 
a little to favour the Diſſenters,. by 
| grant- 


4 


* hy * 1 11 J | | ; 
granting them, for Ten, Tears di 
'a Liberty to bear Arttis, and ta 
Commiſſions, as well in the Stan, 
ing Army, as the Militia. It is not 
worth While, in this ſhort Paper, to 
give a Hiſtory of this Clauſe - But 
when, with a little Alteration, (1 
| cannot ſay whether for the better or 
| the worſe) it came back in Form to 
the Parliament; the Bill was thrown 
out by the Commons themſelves, (for 
in heland they have no Power to 
Alter a Bill.) And though this was 
done on Account of another Clauſe 
that was inſerted in it; yet it is well 
known that a great many, if not mo 
of the Commons were much influ- 
enced in giving their Votes, by this 
firſt-mentioned Clauſe, in favour of 
che Diſſenters; into which many Mem- 
bers of the Houſe began to find that | 
they had a little too _ haſtily run, 
| (and that in a very extraordinary Jun« 
| cure) without ſufficiently conſider- 
| ing what might be the probable Con- 


| 8 B 2 ſequences 


ſequences of it. But if the Bill, wich 
this Clauſe in it, had, happened to 
| pals, the 5 of Commons, it would, 
without dou haye been... thrown 
out by the Lords; in whom, indeed, 
there ; nas to be a Difpoſit ition to 
make all peaceable and honeſt, Diſ- 
4 ſenters as ſafe and caly. as might be, 
in their perſons and private. Fortunes; 
but by no Means to hazard a Cor 
vulſion in the Nation, by. bringing 
them into any Share of the Civil or 
Military Power. And as for... the 
Votes of the Houſe of Commons, ( after 
the Bill was .thrown out) for the 
emnih ing of all ſuch 48 


had acted, or. ſhould continue to act 
as Officers | in the Militia, ; the Deſign 
of them was only, that no Man ſhould 
be diſcouraged, Who had put to bis 
Hand for the Publick Help, in a Time 
of Co ommon Danger. But to run from 
"thi DigrelBon.. rr © ni 36017 bas * 


T 
Ide Nlembers of the. ¶Eſtabliſpel 
1 are commonly ranked under 
Two Denominations, 2⁴νj M higs, ot 
Lom Church; and Tories, or Higb- 
Church. 1 trouble not my ſelf at 
preſent about the little DE 
there is, - amongſt honeſt Men, for 
this Diſindhon; but proceed. to ei- 


ares 1 1 n 2 80 py 


| —— WW Vhether ts Clive he ip 
Divgor. frowothe mer e theſe; 
mean the 42 ON. 1 
Men. I do not | find; that cheſe are 
ſuſpected of any Defign,, knowingly 
to make way, for Tupery : But rhe 
Outcry againſt them is, that they are 
ο — to the Diſſenters and 
Frerbytery: I demand then, Are not 
the Biſbops'and Clergy that go under 
this Denomination, as exactly confor- 

mable to the Rules and Jnfiieutions 
of the Church, and as induſtrious and 
diligent in the Diſcharge of their 


| E Offices and Duties; and 
| have 


[ 14 ] 2 


have they not altogether as well vin- 
dicated the Rites, Ceremonies, Li- 
turgy, Diſcipline, Government and 
"Worſhip amongſt us eſtabliſhed,” as 
thoſe of the other Sort? And that 
not only from the Pulpit, but the 
Preſs alſo? They have not, it may 
be, given any bitter or opprobrious 
Language to the Diſſenters: But 


Whoever has heard their Sermons, 


or read their Writings. upon this Oc- 
caſion, muſt needs allow that they 
argue as well and ſolidly againſt 
them, both from Reaſon and Scrip- _ 
ture, as any Men whatſoever. And 

as for the Lay of the ſame Ap- 
pellation, whoever enquires into their 
Behaviour, will find them at leaſt 
as conſtant at their Pariſn Churches, 
as orderly and regular there, (and 
alſo in their Families) in the Wor- 
ſhip of God, as frequent and de- 
vout at the Holy Communion, and 


as juſt, Sober, Peaceable, and Cha- 


ritable in the whole Courſe of their 
| Lives, 


154 

Lives, as their Neighbours, who find 
ſo much fault with them. It de- 
ſerves therefore well to be conf 
dered, whether. theſe very Men, 
againſt whom ſuch a Clamour has 
been, and by ſome is till made, 
are not rather, under God, a 
great Defence and Support to the 
Church, than any way Dangerous 
to it. "ny 


But Thirdly,” Can it as truly be 
ſaid of ſome of the Tory or High- 
| Church Party, (for I am far from 
including them all,) that they have 
not been, or that ſtill they are not 
the Occalion of much Danger to 
that Church, for which they appear 
with ſo much Zeal to ſtand up? 
It is well known what a Hatred 
the Fope and his Partiſans have all 
along born. to the. Church of Eng- 
land, as being the very Bulwark, 
and great Support of the Reforma- 
tion; and how. many ways, both 


L 
open and ſceret, they have made 
uſe of, in order to ruin and de- 
ſtroy her, Every one allo knows 
that the Fretender is a; zealous Fa- 
Pi, and that there air many of the 
ame Sort, who (immediately after 
im) do ſet up the Claim of Froxi- 
zuity of: Blood: to the Crown of theſe 
Realms. Every Advance then thät 
Fopery makes amongſt ' us, or the 
Pretender, or other Popiſh Prince, to- 
wards the. Throne of theſe Domi- 
nions, moſt certainly brings our 
Church into a proportionable | De- 
gree of Danger Nar is it of the 
leaſt Conſideration / to ſay, that we 
have the | Oath; even 55 a Topiſt 
Hing, to ſecure us, as long as we 
know that the Pope pretends to a 
Power in ſome Caſes to diſpente 
with Oaths; and it is a Rule in his 
Canon- Lam, chat An Oath taken” con- 
trary to the Good of © the Church, 18 
f #0 Obligation : Juramentum con- 


Ma: utilitatem — ptæſti- 
tum, 


1 N 
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» Tit. 24. Cap. 27. N 4 INN IC = 5 7 
Here then it may be asked, Have 


tum, non tenet. Decret. 


” & 


not ſome High- Church- Men zcaloully, 
eſpouſed certain Doctrines, Which 
they cannot ſay are neceſſary to 
Salvation, or that they have been 
determined by our Church, ſo, as 
to lay any Obligation upon them to 
teach them, and yet have a mani- 


feſt Tendency at leaſt toward gi- 
wing Countenance to ſome of the 


Errors of the Church of Rome? (See 
Biſhop Burnet's Preface to the New: 
Edition of his Paſtoral Care.) Were 
not they the only Proteſtants, -,who, 
in the Reign of Hing Ch res: the 
Second, oppoſed the Bill for excluding 
the then Duke of Tork from ſycceed- 
ing to the Crown, although it - was 

then ſufficiently known that be was 
a Fapiſt; and by our Conſtitution, 
the Limitation of the Succeſſion 
to the Crown, is ſubject to the 
Laws and Statutes of the Realm, 


C (Sec 


LY 


3 1 8 1 — 
(See 13 Elix. Gap.” x 4. Was it 
not in his Favour chat they procu · 
red à Decree of a certain famous 
Univerſity, (Juhy 21. 1683. ) by 
ſome Part of which, the very: Natu- 
ral Rights of Mankind. are ſubverted, 
and Suhjecte made no better than. 
Slaves to their Prince? And alſo a- 
bout the ſame time promoted an 
Addreſs in a Siſter Univerſity, where=.. 
in they declare, That their Sowereign. 
comes to be ſo, by a Fundamental 
Hereditary Right of 0 3 which. 
no Religion, no Lam, Fault . or 
Forfeiture can alter, or ay much. as] 
diminiſh ? ? And although in Teſs. than 
Six Fears after, Nature rebelled as 
gainſt Principle; and (to avoid not 
only Popery, but alſo that ſame Sla- 
very for which they had lately 
deco very zealous) they general -· 
ly took Part with King WILLIAM, 
ad ſwore Allegra to him; yet 
how ſoon oy did very many of 
chem {ome by TN Speeches, an 
a * | more 
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moe by ' broad Inf ed decry 
that 1 to which, under 
God, they lately with Joy aſcribed 
their "Deliverance? Repreſent, that 
King, for whole, coming and Suc- 


1 05 they ſtill continue once a * 


o. give God publick Thanks, 


bale than an Dſurper? And par | 


= 20 * Nen Right, as 
e onl 9 19! apa Crown, 


«a4 © 4 


it be . 


to ſerve the or * os on boch | 
Sides was | by . Oath | recognized as 
R7 ghiful . aud Lawful Queen; and 
Honſe of... Hanover, 


much leſs the 
who claimed no ſuch Right but by 


Act of Parliament : Neither could it 
be the leaſt Service to any but the 
Pretender, . or others of the Fopiſh 
Line, ho ö vichour this fame He- 


VT 2 reclitary 


CJ 


— 


Places Tumultuouſſy 


#3. 3 
reditary Right, had 1 not the leaſt Colour 
of a Pretence to the Throne. 
And within a ſhort Time after, 
His: Majeſty King GEORGE Was 
placed upon the Throne; Who were 
they that help'd- to f. read Malicious 
and Treaſonable Libel; againſt Him, 


to make Him odious to his Sub⸗ 


jects ? That encouraged Riotous and 
Seditious Mobs, which in many 


aroſe in Or: 
poſition to His Authority ? And at laſt 
fomented, - and took” Part, "ſome of 
them; in that horcid Rebellion which 
was raiſed againſt him? And all 
this in Behalf, not only of a Fre- 


tender ægainſt Law, but a Bigotted, 


Fapiſt, bred up under a late Neigh- 
bouting. King; whoſe Behaviour to 
all his own Sub jeas, and eſpecially 
thoſe of the Reformed Religion, was 
ſuch as ſhould never make any Fro- 
teſtant deſirous to live under a Prince 
of his inſtructing. Let all this be 
w_ coſt dered; ; and then let it be 


demanded, 


1 21 1 
{ © | afwanded, Whether the Church be 
in Danger from che Tories, or. Highs 
Obrchmen 3050 þ 


* Fourthhy, Is - =] Church in any 
Danger 1 the Proteſtant | Diſſan- 
ter? 1 make no doubt indeed, but 
the Diſſenters would gladly get all 
the Power of the Nation, 4 8 

cleſiaſtical and Civil, into their own 
Hands, if they could: And if they 
ſhould: ever. May in ſuch a. De- 
- fign (which God forbid) - although 
the.. Conſequence would not be the 
tad 9 either of . embracing Ido- 
latry, or burning at the Stake; (Which 
will be the Caſe, if Popery pre- 
vails,) yet our Primitive Church 
Government would be ſubverted, 
the Apoſtolick Order of Epiſcopacy N 
aboliſhed, and our excellent Litur- 
gy, with the decent and orderly 
Kites and Ceremonies preſcribed: by 
it, entirely laid aſide; Eccleſi alice 


Tyranny {et up, and a Way of Pub- 
lick 


_ 22 1 :: 1 
1 lick Iverthip! neither ſo decent, m [ 
4 on many Accounts convenient, in- 
troduced. But the Queſtion is, be. | 
ther there is any Likelihood of their | 
ſucceeding 'in an Attempt of. this Na- 
ture? Truth and Juſtice are mani 
feſtly on the Side of the Eftabliſhed 
Church: In her "Communion there is 
nothing wanting, that is any way ne- 
ceſſary to Salvation, nor any Thing re- 
_— that is Sinfal, or deflridive 
| Neither can the Wit of Man 
4 out a good Reaſon why Lawful 
Authority ſhould not, for Peace? and 
@ubſejenee-ake,j bes always ſubmit- 
ted to, in ſuch Things as in them 
ſelves are lawful or indifferent. Nor 
have the  Diſſemters any Foreign Aſſi-" 
| flance, (as the Papiſts- have" Which 
either on a Religious or Political 
Account, will engage on their Side. 
For all the Reformed Churches be- 
yond the Sea, condemn their Sepa- 
ration from che Church of England. 


Which way then can they bring our 
| Church 


At 
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/ | into. Danger ; 
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I mean, if we 
keep! united amongſt: our ſelves 


Force they have none that we need 
fear; the Laws and the Civil Power 


being on our Side: And as for their 


4-4 they have all been abun- 


dantly confuted, beyond any tole- 
rable "Reply that has been, or can 


be made. Let them then enjoy _ 


Liberty of Conſciente which really is 

the ns Right of - every Man, 
and be; kept ealy in their Perſons 
and private Fortunes, as long as 
they behave themſelves peaceably, 
IF with due Submiſſion to the 
Government; and then the few 


Re ſtleſe Spirits that are amongſt them, 


(for few take them to be, in re- 
ſpe& of thoſe of them who mean 
— though much miſtaken) will 


be deprived of the only Argument 


which otherwiſe will x24 left them, 


whereby to ſtir. up their r againſt 
tb due Cre, 7 ng 
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Hfibh, 1s the Church in 
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our Sins, ſhould uffer Fopery to pre- 
vail amongſt us; the avowed Prin- 
eiples of the Church of Rome, with 
relation to Hereticks, (as they reckon 


all Proteſtants to be) and their con- 
fam Fradlice, where- ever they have had 


aſſure us how 


Power, abundantly 


them. Here then alſo the only Que- 
ſtion is, What Probability there may 


be of their bringing that Ruin and 
Deſtruction upon us, for which we 
very well know they want nothing 


but an Opportunity? They have abun- 


themſelves ready, at the Command 
of their Prieſts and Friars, to De- 
ſtroy and Murder Heretic te, as well 
by ſecret Plots, as open Wars and 
Rebellions; and all the Foreign Powers 
of thar Profeſſion, are by their Prin- 
eK ciples 


| an Dan- 
ger from the —_ I God, for 


little Mercy we are to expect from 


us: Their People have always ſhewn 


— 


» YV © TTY a —* 


Wan 


taken tc 0 breed u 


gion 1252 


61 bl, li red to give their Help; 
Ac lane of he. are for the 
preſe: t reſtrained. by Reaſons 45 State 
ind _ Folticat 1 ene, bat 2 
ans fe can be. the Neaning 9 it, 
That they who make the Jowde Oiit- 
cry of the Danger 1 the Church 
from the Diener, ard ſcarce ever 


heard to ſpeak 2 Word of the Pl 
Feth, J the b in 2 5 Pla 


piſts,. ow. and ther, e 
ir avour. As 135 
35 7 from. the Univerſities : o Theſe att 


EXCE t now 
a little 7 in th 
Seminaries, where  thihy of ür 


| 5 57 and Gentry and al mòſt ar our 


Clerg 1 their Eübciton, and com. 
hot imbibe their Princip les: I de 
mand then, Is all acer Cate there 
'Youth; both in the 
| 37 85 7 and, 55 dite of ſoiltid' Mo- 
74 10 83 true 75 ian n Aid 
e neceſſary. Döctrines of Ri. 
re and unlimbed, not 
ror, but alſ& from all 
D thoſe 


BY om 


L 26 Js. 
. 5 7 = hi ns 
id 2a bblings Sri 2 0 
1 i 345 1 And 
r of, Xie 5 he. ly. 1. 1 50 
ich 7 al gives 1 2 
quent and carne Cautions 'fo; 
; Then we ma) well | conclude; Har 25 
Gencrality of thoſ e who ate. bred 
in theſe Learned Focietjes, will Hate 
proye both an Othament 2nd” Support port 
to that Church F Which the ate 15 
bers. But if inſtead of 5 Learhing, 
wholſome Moralit 5 ſincere Picty, 2 
b pure Religion, the young gauge de 
g commonly: turn cheir Minds and in 1 
to Wit and Amineſs, to Pa (26d 
Politicks, and to all. thoſe No Je ons and 
Opinions, which | ma ere 4 135 
and ingratiate them. elves with, [thoſe 
who are of it; What can expected 
from them, as they e me Abroad into 
che, World, but that they will involve 
both the Church and State in 11 
Quarrels and ates thereby 


the 
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bring the one as wel as the other, into 1 
9 ö 1 


* $:il105ps,) 2 

the ht anger! e Ve 1 
Schools of. coming, if Fight 
= 7985 doubt) rich e t 
7? of late to the. Pub 19 0 4 

5 — wehen e, we ſho 
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